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Philips Aurea 2 television
Improvement on the first version or still
a mad idea?
by Stuart Miles published on 21 October 2008

Just a year after the first outing, Philips has
updated its Aurea television offering with a new
model aptly named the Aurea 2. But are the
improvements worth it? We watch some movies
to find out.

For those unaware, the premise of the Aurea
television is that rather than just shine light out
the back of the TV using the company's Ambilight
technology, light shines from the frame itself
towards you. The technology, according to
Philips, will reduce the strain on your eyes, make
the picture look better and be a pleasant
experience all round (geddit?).

So what's new? Following on from the first
generation set, Philips has refined the television
design and frame. Now instead of a big hunk of
plastic surrounding the television, the "light frame"
is made from a single sheet of glass. This as you
can imagine gives a much better finish and
something that will be, most likely, more in
keeping with your dÈcor.

The frame also takes on the new Philips
television styling that means it's further
surrounded (framed) in a clear plastic shell. It's a
nice design aesthetic that also doubles up to
pump the sound in your general direction - an
invisible speaker so to speak.

Coming in a 42-inch screen size the glass frame
makes the overall television akin to a 47-inch
model and it's something to bear in mind when
you measure the space it's going to go in.

Designed to be wall mounted (a stand does come
in the box) the Aurea is unlike other televisions in
that you really should wall mount it to benefit from
the light bouncing off the wall. That's not to say
you can't shove it in a corner covered in flock
wallpaper, but you just won't get a decent effect.
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At a glance

What is it?
Television with light-up frame

Good
Picture quality, lightshow

Bad
Halo effect if technology tries to over
compensate, you'll need to wall mount it and have
white walls

Verdict
The main barrier to ownership isn't going to be
the price, but the fact you'll have to wall mount it
and have a white wall to get the most from your
new purchase

Price £2500

Our score

8/10
Your score

?/10

...cont.

In fact if you are hoping to get the most out of the
television's Ambilight technology you need to not
only mount it on the wall, but make sure that wall
is white.

So now you've redecorated your lounge to fit
around your television what about the picture
quality? The Aurea uses the new 2008 Philips
9000 series panel that first started appearing in
televisions from Philips from around February.
The results we saw then and now have carried
through to this model and are very impressive
with motion blurring and jaggedness kept to a
minimum and blacks well reproduced.

The television sports the latest version of Philips
Perfect Pixel HD engine and this means the
television is doing plenty to clean up the image
regardless of the source.

Obviously the better the source the better the
picture but on the range of DVD, Blu-ray, HD
DVD, Sky HD and standard definition content we
tested the Aurea on, the technology worked well
to enhance and improve the image quality.

Annoyingly the over-compensation technology we
noticed on the first version of the Aurea is still
here and you can get halo effects around
people's heads as presumably the technologies
try and do the best to clean the image. This,
though, is infrequent and something that you'll
notice now and then if you look out for it rather
than something that hinders every frame. Better
still this can be turned down to avoid it happening.

On the resolution front you get 1080p giving you
the magic "Full HD" buzzword and the screen
operates at 100Hz with a 2ms response time
(down from 3ms last time around) for an
enhanced viewing experience, removing blurry
images in real time. The contrast ratio is
30,000:1.

Those looking to connect their HD world to the set
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...cont.

will be pleased to see the set includes four HDMI
(up from three) sockets. Three can be found at
the back of the unit with one on the side so you
can connect a camcorder or other device without
having to fiddle blind around the back.

The Aurea is now also DLNA compatible meaning
you can browse PC and home network content
from other DLNA devices like the Samsung i8510.

VERDICT
When we first saw the Aurea last year, we have
to admit our initial impressions weren't good. Not
from a picture perspective, but more from a
concept point of view. "Who would want a
fairground in their living room?", we were heard
saying.

We then lived with one for about a month in
March and were won over. Six months down the
line and having the Aurea back in the house was
like turning on a feature we hadn't realised we
had missed. The Aurea television is very much a
personal preference. You'll either love it or hate it
and we would happily welcome the fairground
back again.

The Aurea second generation is a refinement on
the original, the new glass frame is smarter and
the picture quality considerably better. It might be
cheaper than the previous outing, however you'll
still have to pay a premium for the pleasure.

But the main barrier to ownership isn't going to be
the price, but the fact you'll have to wall mount it
and have a white wall to get the most from your
new purchase.


