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Neuros OSD recording and streaming

system

Need to convert your media content?
Read on
by Chris Hall published on 25 April 2008

The basic premise of the Neuros OSD is that you
connect almost any video source through the
OSD to your TV to view the media whilst
recording onto a range of different formats. The
OSD device develops on the MPEG-4 Recorder
we reviewed back in 2005.

The OSD contains a number of ports for most
common memory cards, as well as USB, either
for direct connection to a portable device, such as
an iPod, or to a USB drive.

Using the supplied composite cable and Scart
adapter you can connect to most video sources;
we used a DVD player and VHS player. The OSD
allows the devices to play-through, i.e., you watch
them through the OSD "channel" that your TV is
tuned into, most likely one of the AV channels.

Operation is controlled through the supplied
remote control in combination with the on-screen
menu system. The on-screen menu is basic and
fairly clunky but is navigatable after a fashion;
certainly it takes the shine off the package. The
remote unfortunately has a limited viewing angle,
so it is a struggle to get the OSD to respond at
times, which can be frustrating.

The menus allow you to specify your output
options and the main settings are for TV, iPod,
smartphone and PSP, which gives you a clear
indicator of where this device is targeted. If you
are going to take the TV option, then it is worth
considering that the connections are through
composite cables and that the maximum output
resolution appears to be 640 x 480 when
recording; it is not aimed at the high-def end and
when hooked up to a large screen TV it doesn't
look good, especially when playing in the
background of the OSD menu.
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However, in our tests on a range of screen sizes,
we found it was better to stick to the smaller
screen in the bedroom where the device came
into its own, which we'll come back to later.

Once you have sorted through the menus and
changed the recording settings, you can get to
work recording the source to your chosen output.
Using the TV settings, we managed to move DVD
to USB, which was perfectly good for watching
back on a laptop or smaller TV. We tried this
using the PSP settings on to a MemoryStick Pro,
but the PSP wouldn't read the file.

Determined not to be defeated, we connected the
PSP by USB, selected USB mode on the PSP,
which did then allow us to record from a DVD
source directly onto the memory card. Neuros do
point out that you should be doing this to non
-copyrighted material only.

We also tried moving a VHS home movie to the
PSP with equal success, and in this regard, as
the OSD creates one of a number of standards of
MPEGA4, you have a digital version of your old
video - great for saving home movies and
wedding videos - and a simple step in the process
of sharing this media in a wider context, for
example on YouTube.

Returning to the network connection, this will
allow the OSD to locate media on your home
network (you may have to set up a shared folder
to do this). We could then view media from our
hard drive on the connected TV. We were not,
however, able to record from the network, so
moving existing camcorder footage to the PSP or
memory stick didn't seem possible.

I've already mentioned YouTube, and the OSD
will also deliver YouTube video into your TV,
which is actually very smart. Ok, you need to
remember that YouTube videos are small, and
your TV is big, but we lost a fair chunk of time
browsing through videos online.

At a glance

What is it?
Media streamer and recorder

Good

Network access, input connections allow any
playable source to be recorded, open source,
regular firmware updates, YouTube video
streaming

Bad

Menu basic and clunky, remote control not
precise, options can be confusing, takes careful
set-up

Verdict

With the Neuros OSD it is a case of identifying
your particular need and this device might just
meet it

Price £149.99

Your score

?/10

Our score

7110
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Neuros have always pushed the open source
nature of the OSD, and firmware updates are
regular, so worth connecting to the net if for
nothing else. This also means that future
developments mean the OSD can only get better
and with video-content on the Internet on the
increase this is certainly an option for getting it
into your TV.

The Neuros OSD records in real time and you
can also schedule recording, so if you were linked
up to your Freeview or Sky box, you could record
a late program and watch it on your PSP on the
train to work. You also get an IR dongle in the box
meaning you can remotely change channels for
scheduled recordings. You can also set the
supplied remote to control your TV, satellite or
cable box, and a number of codes for common
devices are included to this end.

The downside, of course, is the limitation on
output quality, and this should be considered, not
as a criticism of the device, but a case of
"expectation management". This is not a
streaming high-def media centre and those
wanting that experience should look elsewhere.
The box does suggest you might dispose of your
bulky VHS and DVD collection after digitisation,
but if you have a larger TV then this is not really a
desired approach.

VERDICT
We do have an issue with the menu system and

frustrations with the remote control, which mar the
experience for the user. The menus, certainly,
can be improved, and during our 2-week test,
they did change which is a positive. However, at
this price point we'd expect something a little
cleaner.

Establishing the correct setting can be confusing,
but once you have it right, it just works, and for
moving content onto the PSP, we were really
impressed. In summary, it is a case of identifying
your particular need and the Neuros OSD might
just meet it.
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